GENERAL HANCOCK AND MRS. SURRATT.
the Governor of the Military prison, and who had immediate charge of the prisoners and gave the verbal orders for the execution. General Hancock never understood why he should be held responsible for that unhappy execution, as cruel a spectacle as ever stained the escutcheon of a Nation. President Johnson was wholly responsible for it. Not once, but many times, did my husband urge upon the President ' unanswerable reasons for granting a pardon. He would reply that he could not. The execution was demanded by many prominent men of his party; and a portion of his Cabinet were as uncompromising as the others. The question has many times been asked, and remained unanswered, " Why did General Hancock consider it necessary to be present at the execution ? " For the important reason that Miss Surratt had gone to the President at the last moment, by his advice, to plead for a pardon for her mother, and it was hoped up to the last moment that a reprieve would come. This fact necessitated his presence at the Arsenal to receive it from his couriers, stationed at intervals along the route from the White House to the Arsenal, in order that, if the President relented and granted a reprieve, not a moment would be lost in reaching him.
To  hold   General Hancock responsible for the death of Mrs. Surratt was absurd.   His connectionto General Hartranft, who was          and Me( >lellan, that his wound was not hea!ttt*j a^
